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S T A T I S T I C S  W E  B E L I E V E

B A C K G R O U N D

Statistics can be helpful, but in the world of child sex trafficking, where there is a universal effort to hide in the dark, 
statistics vary wildly. In addition, studies show that the story of one young rescued girl can inspire more giving  

than the suffering of millions. With this in mind, we strongly encourage sharing only a few basic statistics 
representing conservative and credible estimates regarding human trafficking. 

Human Trafficking Statistics  

	 •	 Over a million children are victims of sexual exploitation today 1  

			   We say this because the International Labor Organization (ILO) estimates there are 1.7 million children 	
			   trapped in commercial sexual exploitation as of 2021 1 *

	 •	 Nearly four out of every five of those trapped in forced commercial sexual exploitation are girls or women 1

	 •	 6 out of 10 (59.07%) of those trapped in forced commercial sexual exploitation are in Asia and the Pacific 1

	 •	 Human trafficking is the third-largest crime industry in the world, generating an estimated $150 billion  
		  annually, only after drug trafficking (estimated to generate $320 billion annually) and counterfeiting  
		  (estimated to generate $250 billion annually.) 2

	 •	 Of the $150 billion human trafficking generates each year, the commercial sex trade sector  
		  generates about $99 billion of that number 3

1 Source: 2021 Global Estimates of Modern Slavery published by the International Labor Organization
2 Source: Transnational Crime and the Developing World published by Global Financial Integrity in 2017 
3 Source: International Labor Organization, 2014

* We prefer to use the “over a million children” figure rather than the 1.7 million figure for the 
   longevity of published pieces as the global estimate fluctuates from year to year.

Human Trafficking includes forced labor, other forms of trafficking and the trafficking of individuals in transit.
Sexual Exploitation is the abuse of power, trust or someone’s position of vulnerability to obtain or monetize sex acts.
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